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Conſequences of em, 
neral ka Alarmto 183 
1 that 1 dont wonder by eee 0 
much Concern for the Honour and Interęſt of our 
common Chriſtianity on this Occaſion. The Par- 
ticulars in which he-wou'dipnovate ite To great 
in themſelves; and withat have ſo wide ati-influ- 
ence upon moſt other Branches of our Religion, as 
indeed to threaten 4 total Subverſion” of that 
Faith the Catholick Church has carefully kept for 
ſo many hundred years together: nay, and the 
very talk of theſe things does very much diſturp 
and unſettl6:the Minds of a great many honeſt, 
religious People. See rt 5 highly Aalen, 
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and with indignation expreſs an utter Abhorrenge 


of the bold Attempts, others, from "ant 
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of Mr. Whiſton's Honeſty and Fairneſs, which his 
ſeeming Impartiality and candid Behaviour hi- 
therto (tho mix'd with fome vehemence,” occaſi- 
on'd by the natural warmth and vivacity of his 
Temper and Conſtitution) has rais'd in em, ſeem 
doubtful what may be the Iſſue, and. are almoſt 
prepar d to hear and confider thoſe Points anew, 
thinking the common Opinions are not the truer 
for having been ſo long and ſo univerſally recei- 
ved, as tis ſaid they have been. And, ſo far in- 
deed theſe are in the right that, the Antiquity 
of an Opinion is no Argument of its Truth; but 
then this ought to be conſider'd withal that, ſee- 
ing tis certain Opinions grow into or out of Cre- 
dit in time and by Degrees, or elſe by the remar- 
kable and memorable Determination of ſome very 
great and eminent Authority; whatever was uni- 
verſally allow id and receiv'd in the Infancy and 
earlieſt Times of the Church, as the Doctrine or 
Practice of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, ought to be al- 
low d and receiv'd as ſuch now, and undoubtedly 
will too by all fair, reaſonable Men: for tis im- 
probable in the higheſt degree that Errors and 
Falſhoods ſhou'd in the very beginning, upon the 
firſt appearance and promulgation of Chriſtianity, 
even during or ſoon after the Lives of Chriſt, his 
Apoſtles and the firſt Chriſtians, at once and on 
a ſudden gain univerſal Reception, and be impos d 
on great numbers of People; who were very jea- 
lous of the Honour of their Founder; and as 
ſtrict in obſerving all His Doctrines and Precepts; 
ho were exceeding wary and cautious of ad- 
* Mitting any Hereſies and falſe Doctrines; and 
4 were 
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were diſpers'd in ſeveral ſmaller Bodies over great 


part of the known World. But this is Mr, Whj- 
ſton's own Argument, for he pretends to ground 
all he ſays only upon the Authority of the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, and the genuine Writings of the 
firſt three Centuries, which are allow'd to be 
much purer than thoſe that follow. 7, ol 
But that which is moſt ſhocking in Mr. Whi- 
fan's Attempt is his enlarging the Canon of Scri- 
pture by adding the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions as the 
moſt ſacred of all the Canonical Books of the New 
Teſtament : Now if this Book were once admit- 
ted it wou'd give a new Face to the Chriſtian 
Religion, and force us upon great changes in the 
Doctrines and Diſcipline, in the Ceremonies, Fe- 
ſtivals, Faſts, Gc. of the Church: and indeed it 
ſpeaks ſoplain, that if its Authority cou'd be once 


thoroughly eſtabliſh'd and confirm dd, it wou'd put 
by all the Diſputes and Diſſenſions, ec. that di- 


ſturb Chriſtianity. And this. bold ſtep of Mr. Whi- 


ſton's in ſetting up the Authority of this Book, 1 


find, Sir, moves you moſt of any other, and cau- 
ſes you to demand my Opinion of it; which TI 
know you believe I wou'd be very ready to give 
you, if I had not a more valuable Preſent to make 


you upon that Subject, and than which I know 


nothing can be more acceptable to you, vis. The 
Judgment of that great Man the late Right Reve- 
rend Biſhop of St. Aſaph, whom you ſo dearly lov'd 
while he was on Earth; and whom you ſo much 
honour now he's in Heaven, I'm perſwaded you 
are all on tire to know what was that learned 
Prelate's Opinion of the Book you're enquiring 
| Se | after, 
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after, and therefore Pll detain you no longer; but 
ſubjoin a faithful Tranſlation of his Words inſtead 
of Jaying together any Thoughts of my own: *': 
- « 2 Fuſebius, who about the beginning of the 
Fourth Century publiſh'd the Monuments of 
the Primitive Church, in reciting the ſacred 
« Books diſtributes em into Three Claſſes. For 
« ſome, he ſays, were readily receiv'd by the 
« Church without any Diſpute: Some were with 
equal aſſurance rejected as inconſiſtent with the 
« Doctrine of the Apoſtles; and others he calls 
« griteyopÞyer, ſuch as were indeed queſtion'd by 
* ſome, but yet were publickly read in moſt 
| £6 Churches d. In this laſt Claſs he places the 
40 tions. The Acts of Paul, ſays he, and 
& the Book entitled the Paſtor, and the Revelation 
< of Peter are alſo to be reckowd among the Spu- 
6 F015 (that i is {uch as are doubted of, as he ex- 
„ plains himſelf in the Place juſt before cited) 
< alſo the Epiſtle of of Barnabas, and the Doctrines 
« Gy Inſtitutions calld the Apoſtles, 2 which, as 
« I ſaid, may be added, if you pleaſe, the Re- 
*'welation of John. [I irdaſerib' theſe laſt 
Words concerning the Revelation of John, that 
* jt might thence appear, what ſort of Books 
«c the reſt here mention d are, vi. fuch 28 like 
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the Revdlation. of St. Jon were not wholly 7 v 


« rejected, but only doubted of: and concer- 


* ning which it was diſputed whether proce 
< ought to be admitted into the ſacred Canon: 


<.or, not. Now among the reſt here enumera- 


ted is the Book entitled ? Ares hενν as HN 
6c. e Suche, The Docirines call *d the Apoſtles, | 


« or d The Inſtitutions of the Apoſtles, as the lear- 


6 ned Henry Vale ſius properly enough renders 
«it, -Ruffnu tranſlates it Doctrina que dicitur "| 
5 | oof he read it therefore in the Singular, | 


＋ Aro οντ if Neyouen uc 


St. Athanaſius alſo in Ws Synopſis of the. 


6 Holy Scripture, after having enumerated the 


4 Authentick Books of both Teſtaments, which 


« are receiv'd by all, adds that there are other 


„Books both of the Old and New Teſtaments, 


„ ſome of which are ſpoke againſt or doubted 


of, and others are call'd Apocryphal, that is, 


« AS he wou'd be underſtood, are wholly re je- 


« Qed e. According to which Diſtinction 

I reckons 1 in the Old Teſtament, firſt thoſe * 
4 are ſpoke againſt, as the Wiſdom of Salomon, 
% and Feſus the Son of Sirach, Eſther, Judith, 
« Tobias, the four Books of Maccabees „ NC. 


* Next the Apocryphal, as Fnoch, the Prayer | 
x 5 2 Joſepb, the Teſtament of Moſes, and other 
0 


rgeries of the ſame kind. Afterwards he 


gs mentions rd A vias Gb iuns avlieyope rhoſe 
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rec Ng - which he enumerates Kia #3 
4 e Doctrine of the 


e matt ' holy Father likewiſe in his Feftal Hi. —— : 


ele after 5 in like manner rec Ng, up 
Le Books of both Teſtaments, ſays; * 

e alſo befides thoſe already mention 4, 7 5 
J * Books, which are not indeed receibd into tbe 


4 Canon, „ but are appointed by the Ancient Fa- 
bert to be read by Perſons at their fir rſt” „ 
l Se coming and offering themſelves to be initiated 
s in the Doctrine of Piety, Of which kind, ſays e 
bk he, (are in the Old Teftament) the Wiſdom 5 
3 . Salomon, the Wiſdom of Sirach, Eſther, u- 


. deb, and Tobias. (in the New Teſtament) 


* Li Away F *AToxo\wv u, ö Mok, the Doctrine n 


* of the Apoſtles and the Paſtor. 


Þ Thus therefore it appears that we 1 two 


. very conſiderable Witneſſes, vis, Euſebius and 
4 Athanafs 71s to Þr rove that there was a Book ex- 
. tant in thoſe imes, call'd * * ? ATroco)wy day, 


„ the Doctrine f the Apoſtles , and that it Was 
1 ranked among thoſe Books of the New Teſta- 
e ment which were not wholly rejected, but on- 


c. I doubted of, And that this is the Book 
e which was alſo call'd Nglayz or Aelatas # 
+ « eden has formerly as well as now ſeemd 
d to learned Men more than probable. For 
= * Zonaras, the learned Scholiaſt upon the Ca- 
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banal 5 concerni "Feaſt 55 Which I pub? 
5 bd rom the e Copy, 1905 ich NY 
Ws « notations on the Pandects of + — Canons, Pag, En 
N 22 f. Jays, The Bae FA the Apoſtles; a, = 
"He 3 Lis call 4, th ey aſſert o be Conſt iſtitut ions of; 21 
© the Apoſtles written by Clement, bich. tas, 
«cal 2 the Verb Synod does not alle to be ready. © 
4 efteeming; em to be adulterated and corrupted... k 8 be: 
Lf Wk Hereticks, And after him Matt hes Blas, 
Ah. la 8e, the cache gl & Arrest mentio- 5 
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ned b oY St. Athanaſius Is that which the län ; 
„ Synod rejects: 5 This, ſays he, he Arth N. G 


* 


e nod rejecietb, as I have ſhewn - namely a little 55 = 
before where he had {aid the Conſtitutions ,** 
<< Aol. 11 Apoſtles were rejected by that Synod bl. 

J. B. Cotelerius is of the ſame Opinion, and 

6 = aner the ene which are brought.” 

«, to the ens 5 | 
And this O pinion 1 very probable 198 = 

ce me if it be underſtood , not. of the Conſtitu- 2 

640 tions Which are now handed about, but of 8 

« thoſe cited by Epiphanins : : For ſeeing that in >; 

« the ſame Age wherein Euſebiils and on, 5 

6 naſius 2 wrote, theſe Conſtitutions were come "9 
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Fo © wmotily. known under the Name of the Apo- 
; « ſtles, and were ſeveral times cited by Epi- 
< phanius, it: would therefore be very ſtrange, 
jf they were unknown to Euſebius and At ha- 
ce naſrus who made the moſt diligent Enquiries 
into the Antiquities of the Church. And yet 
* theſe muſt have been unknown to em un- 
e Jeſs they meant theſe by the Doctrine and 
e the Doctrines of the Apoſtles. Beſides Epipha. 
c nus himſelf ſtiles the Conftitutions which 
* he cites the Doctrine. By which Name alſo 
e they are often call'd even in the Body of his 
« Book. So, in the Preface to the firſt Book, 
the Apoſtles are brought in ſtirring. up Chri- 
c ſtians to receive the Conſtitutions with great 
« Attention, in theſe Words, i u that by 
your Saviour's Command retain his Promiſes, 
hear this ſacred Doctrine which is agreeable to 


te bis glorious Words, And elſewhere the Con- 
| “ ſtitution which teaches how Penitents are to 
ce be treated, is calld * didaozahia, emws yen 
ö & Teoopietdh rot ptlavosoct, As tis frequently 
cc thorough the whole Book, ſo that it cannot 
„ ſeem ſtrange to any, if the ſame Book which 


5. ſome call Malo, is by others ſtiFd didayny 
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« Moreover, Epiphanius cites a certain Book 
of Conſtitutions deliver'd by the Apoſtles, in 
ts -ſuch a manner, as to leave no room to doubt 
& but that ſuch a Book had been publick long 
. © before his time, and was. common in the 
Hands of the Learned. 1 But tbe Apoſtles 
* alſo, ſays he, in the Book call'd the Conſtitu- 
& 7ion, ſay the Catholick Church is the Planta» 
e tion and Vine of God. Which Words thus 
< cited are ſtill extant in the beginning of the 
« Conſtitutions. And in another Place, The 
& Church obſerves to keep the Feait of Eaſter, 
that is the Week determind by the Apoſiles 
ce themſelves in the Conſtitution, And again, 
n But if we mutt recur to the Authority of the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, how comes it that they 
BY conſtantly fait on the fourth and frixth Days 
« of the Week, except at Pentecoſt. And a lit- 
* tle after, „ Beſides if the Apoſtles had ſaid 
* nothing in the Conſtitution concerning the fourth 
* and ſixth Days of the Week, we might haue 

. demonſtrated this abundantly otherways. But 
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cc they have drtermin'd very fridl ly in that 
6 matter. 5 

In all theſe Places it is manifeſt, Epip ba- 

« nius does not only cite the Book of Apoſto- 
& lical Conſtitutions, but alſo the Apoſtles ag 
« ſpeaking in it: as tho he was firmly per- 
* ſuaded, that Book was written by the Apo- 
„ ſtles themſelves. Now this cou'd not appear 
te to him in the leaſt probable, if it had not 
« been certainly known that it was not com- 
'< ros'd a little before by Hereticks, but that 
e jt was ſo ancient, and ſo agreeable to the 
cc Doctrine and Traditions of the Apoſtles, that 
« jt might very well be aſcrib'd to the Apo- 
ce ſtles themſelves, or at leaſt to Apoſtolical 
« Men. And indeed what Opinion he had of 
4 this Book will appear from theſe Words: 
« Þ To this prirpoſe, ſays he, the Audiani wreſt | 
ce the Apoſtolical Conflitition, which, Book is in- 
* deed by many call d in queſtion, but yet it is 
& not to be rejected. And therefore he does not 
« contemn the Teſtimony cited by the Audiani 
c out of this Book, as invalid and unworthy 
“ of Credit, but expounds the Words of the 
ce Conſtitution ners and ſhews that that 
e Conſtitution was made for a time only and 
« for Peace-ſake : which Anſwer he wou'd ne- 
„ yer have given, if the Book had not been 
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4 of the higheſt Authority with him. Again 
« he ſays, 2 The Divine Word and Doctrine de- 
< termines in the Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles 


— concerning the Beard, that it ought not to be 


c“ defac'd, i. e. that the Hairs of the Beard 
ce ought not to be cut. Which are the Words 
4 of one who made no doubt but theſe Conſti- 
ce tutions were truly Apoſtolical, or deliverd 
„by the Apoſtles, otherwiſe he wou'd never 
e have call'd them the Divine Word and Do- 
«© Fyine. „ Wi 23 
„ From theſe clear Teſtimonies of Epipha- 
tc 7745 concerning the Conſtitutions which were 
« anciently call'd the Apoſtles, it is manifeſt, 
ce that in the Fourth Century, when this lear- 
« ned Father wrote, there were certain Conſti- 
c tutions under. the Name of the Apoſtles, 
« which were counted very ancient, and by 
c ſome taken to be truly Apoſtolical, and there- 
« fore it is no ſtrange thing, that ſome in the 
« preceding Century, being of the fame Opi- 
« nion, join'd theſe Conſtitutions to the Au- 
« thentick Books of the Apoſtles, and ſome- 
« times read and number'd them among the 
« Canonical Books of the Holy Scripture. There 
«. js nothing in the Obſervation which has been 
« made after Dail/e and others out of Epipha- 
* uus, that ſome doubted of this Book. For 
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te none can be ignorant that ſeveral of the 
* truly Canonical Books of the Apoſtles were 
ec Joubted of in the firſt Three Centuries of 
„ Chriſtianity. And it does not follow becauſe 
e Book was call'd in queſtion by ſome, that it 
« was not approv'd by others, and accounted Ca- 
rt nonical. But the Obſerver urges, pag. 32. 
te that theſe Conſtitutions were not placed in 
* the Canon of Scripture by any body before 
* the Council of Nice, and that therefore the 
« Compiler of the Apoſtolical Canons liv'd not 
_« till after that time. Epiphanius alone, ſays 
d he, about the Year of our Lord 375 mentions 
* 7he Clementine Conſtitutions with ſome marks 
„ Efteem, but no body did ſo before him, Now 

d 1, he ſhou'd not have taken it for granted, but 
* have prov'd, that no body before Epiphanius 
e has plac'd the Conſtitutions in the Canon of 
* Scripture, or mention d them with any Praiſe: 
« for this is the very thing in queſtion, viz. 
c whether the Conſtitutions were plac'd in the 
“Canon of Scripture by this very Apoſtolick Ca- 
4 non before the Council of Nice, or not? And 
c 2, he ſhould have prov'd that the Say #7 
e *ATo55)wv mention'd by Erſebius and Athana- 
« //us was not the ſame Book that Epiphaninus 
c afterwards call'd Agra 7 *Anoow, For if 
it be allow'd to have been the ſame, which ta 
« me, as I have ſhewn, appears very probable, 
& then the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions were men- 
<« tion'd before Epiphanins's time, and reckon'd 
among thoſe Books which were indeed dri 
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t +. ſie, or oppor'd,. but not = entirely re ed 
& from the Canon. 
But beſides, what if this üftitotie # tre. 


« by no body placd in the Canon of Scripture, * 


before Eyiphanius, or the Council of Nice, but, 
only in this Apoſtolick Canon. By whom 1 
beſeech you do we find it was done aſterwards? 
“ Certainly it ſeems more agreeable to Reaſon. 
« and Faith, that this Book was plac'd among 
the Canonical ones, in the Times before the 
Canon was ſettled, rather than afterwards 
„ when that Matter was agreed on by all: and 
* confequently in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, | 
e rather than thoſe that follow'd in which the 
“ Canon of Holy Scripture was eſtabliſn d and 
& receivd. | 
Moreover, learned Men have no Reaſon to 
4 run ſo violently againſt this laſt Canon of the 
« Apoſtles, as placing the eight Books of Apoſto- 
* lical Conſtitutions among the Canonical ones, 


or in the Canon of the New Teſtament. For 


nothing can be more unjuſtly objected to this 

« Canon: in which the Conſtitutions are plainly 
« diſtinguiſh'd from the Canonical Books of Ho- 

* ly Scripture. Of the Authentick and Canoni- 
* cal Books of both Teſtaments, the Canon 
* ſays, Let theſe Books be accounted venerable 
* and holy to all of you both Clergy and Laity.. 

And afterwards having mention'd the Canoni- . 
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cal Books of the Old and New Teſtament: 5 of, 
4 the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, he ſays, 1 Ad 
&* hoſe Pericles the Conſtitutions compil'd in eight . 
« Books by me Clement, to you Biſhops, which. 
« 'yout ought not to expoſe before all, becauſe of 
« the Myſteries contain d in em. The Canoni- 
& cal Books therefore are recommended to both 
* Clergy and Laity, but the Conſtitutions to the 
* Biſhops only; and that with this caution, that 
c they ſhou'd not be made publick on account of 
the Myſteries they contain'd. Which cou'd 
« not be ſaid of the truly Canonical Books, nei- 
< ther is it here ſaid of them, for they were. 
« written for that very purpoſe, that all might 
« learn from em the true Faith concerning God, 
“ and how they ought to conform their Lives. 
« And ſeeing in this very Canon this caution is 
t reſtrain'd to the Conſtitutions alone, and not 
e apply'd to the other Books of either Teſtament 
« there mention'd, thence it clearly appears that 
* thoſe are according to this Canon diſtinguiſh'd 
% from theſe, as Apocryphal Books or Non-ca- . 
« nonical from thoſe which are truly Canonical. 
So that the eight Books of Conſtitutions are 
« here committed to the Biſhops, and them on- 
* iy, as containing to ſpeak with Epiphanius 
ce Wa, noi TASH x, Mydnoiasnly jun, but 
© in no wiſe as Canonical Books of Sacred Scri- 
1 * to be read by all. And therefore, what- 
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poſtolical Canons from the Conſtitutions, as 
by them plac'd in the Canon of Holy Scripture, 
are altogether invalid and prove nothing. 
What I have ſaid hitherto has been: to ſhew 


that the Apoſtolick Canons might have been 


eſtabliſh'd and collected before the Council of 
Nice, tho* we ſhou'd allow that the Apoſtolical 
Conftithtions were mention'd in em from the 


beginning. But now finally, I am very well 
aſſur d, that this whole Clauſe concerning the 
Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, was inſerted in 


this laſt Canon by another hand, long after the 


time of the firſt Compiler. For I make no 
doubt, but this as well as moſt other Monu- 
ments of the Primitive Church has been very 


much interpolated: which as it is clear in re- 
ſpect to other places, ſo it is moſt certain in 
reſpect to this; as appears from hence, that 


the Apoſtolical Canons do not always agree 


with the ancient Apoſtolical Conſtitutions. 
With the ancient Conſtitutions, I ſay; for we 
dont ſpeak of thoſe. which at this day bear 


that Name, and which learned Men have often 
obſerv'd and demonſtrated, do every where va- 


ry from thoſe ancient ones cited by Epipba- 


mus. 
In thoſe ancient Conſtitutions ſome things 


are directly contrary to the Apoſtolical Ca- 
nons. For Epiphanius cites theſe Words con- 


cerning Eaſter, out of the Conſtitutions of the 


Apoſtles, as he calls em, which were extant 


« 1 


3 


F „ 20 EE 9 * . 
: Nn N * 4 


e nin his time, * do you keep Eaſter at the ſamo time 
15 « with your Brethren of the Circumciſion. Act in 
& conformity with them, But that thoſe of the 
1 ce Circumciſion who receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith, 
1 kept Eaſter at the ſame time that the Jews 
keep it, is known to all; whereas in the A- 
“ poſtolical Canons this is expreſsly forbidden 
ce to be done: for the Seventh ſays thus: f any 
% Biſhop or Preſbyter, or Deacon ſhall celebrate 
« the holy Day of Eaſter before the Vernal Equi- 
c nox as the Fews do, let him be depris\d. And 
* the very {ame almoſt is ſaid too in the Conſti- 
* tutions of the Apoſtles as they are now ex- 
tant . Which being contrary to thoſe an- 
« client Conſtitutions cited by Fhiphanius, lear- 
e ned Men juſtly conclude that the ancient Con- 
« ſtitutions were very different from thoſe which 
ce now go under the Name of the Apoſtles, and 
« are attributed to Clement. And this alſo de- 
5 monſtrates that the Conſtitutions and Canons 
of the Apoſtles anciently diſagreed: for in 
:< thoſe it was determin'd that the Chriſtians 
, without calculating the Times ſhou'd celebrate 
« Eaſter when the Jews did, * and, ſays the an- 
cient Canſtitutors, cho? they do miſtake, concern 
. not yo ſolves with that. But in theſe, name- 
ly the Canons, every one is forbidden to cele- 
— . — — — 
* Epiph. Her. n. 104 Nod 3Tav of dg dei ns ve 
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brate Eaſter when the 3 0 before the Ver. 9 
« nal Equinox, upon a ſtrict Calculation. a 


therefore it can never be imagin'd, that the 
firſt Author or Collector of the Canons of the 


Apoſtles cou d recommend theſe Conſtitutions. | 


This wou'd be to deſtroy in one Canon. what 
was eſtabliſh'd in another: than which no- 


thing can be more abſurd, Wherefore I am 


perſuaded, that part of the laſt Canon of the 


Apoſtles which ſpeaks of the Conſtitutions are 
an Interpolation: 2 the ſame Author, it may 


be, who has corrupted and ſpoil'd the Conſti- 
tutions themſelves. For when he had probabl 

from divers Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, Paul, 
Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Hippohtus and o- 


« thers, enlarg'd and chang'd the ancient Con- 


ſtitutions, and accommodated *em to the Rites 


and Inſtitutions of the Age he liv'd in, that he 
might impoſe his falſe and diſguis d Wares: the 


better on others, the Deceiver inſerts the Ti- 
tle of em in the laſt Canon of the Apoſtles, 


among the Books of Holy Scripture. "Ang: 1 


am of Opinion, that all the other Interpola- 
tions and Corruptions which are preſent in 
theſe Canons are derivd from the ſame. Au- 


thor. Who likewiſe ſeems firſt to have an- 
nex'd the Canons to the Conſtitutions, and 


join'd them in one Body, whereas before they 


were ſeparate, as the Thing it felf ſpeaks and 
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Daillé confeſſes and proves de Pſeu P. lib. N 


1 cap. 1. 


This is what that learned Prelate has delive- 


red , the Book of Conſtitutions which 
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133 Mr bie! 18 19 7 very V nd 68 how: 15 Me. _ 5 
on is to be juſtify'd or condemn'd according to 
the Biſhop's Opinion you will eaſily ſee, and 


There is room for a great many very uſeful Obſer. 
vations to be made upon what the Biſhopahas ſaid, 
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what Judgment you are to make in the matter. 


and indeed I can hardly deny my ſelf the Liber 


and greater Diſcqveries in relation to theſe Conſti- 
tutions than have been ever yet made, we may 
 reaſonabyy expect that their Authority will now 
be thoroughly examin'd, and all that can be ob. 
ſerv'd or ſaid either for or againſt *em will be 
brought together, and ſer off to the beſt advantage 


been done upon this Subject hitherto, ?*Tis not 
poſſible, it may be, without ſome Commotion to 


ceiv'd Canon of Holy Writ, becauſe they may be 
very deſtructive to the Foundation of our Faith; 


_ pe to be judg'd and hope to be acquitted at laſ 
by Him who takes a ſtrict Account of all our Pre 


ty of preſenting you with ſome, but only 1 fear 
you can't bear that his Lordſhip's fine Strokes 
ſhou'd be defac'd with my Roughneſſes. And as 
Mr. Ihiſtun promiſes us ſome larger Diſcourſes 


on this occaſion, far beyond any thing that has 
ſee any Attempts made upon the known and re. 


but yet Matters of ſuch mighty Conſequence 
ought to be confider'd and handled with ver 
great Seriouſneſs and Caution, with all imaginabk 
Diligence and Candor and [mpartialiry, as we Cx 


ceedings, and will deal with us accordingly,” 


FINIS, 


